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MISSOULA—
So close, and yet so far. That is a cliche the University of Montana Grizzly 
basketball team can relate to.
The Grizzlies ended an excellent 1979-80 campaign Saturday evening in Ogden, 
Utah, bowing to nationally ranked Weber State College 50-42 in the fifth annual 
Big Sky Conference Tournament. Montana's second-place finish was one of its best 
in the 17-year history of the Big Sky Conference.
UM placed first in 1974-75 and 1977-78, and placed second in 1973-74.
Montana had two players make the all-tournament team. Craig Zanon and 
John Stroeder, who scored 27 and 30 points, respectively, were named to the Big Sky 
team. It was the first time two Grizzly players have made the al1-tournament team.
Stroeder is one of the top 10 scorers in Big Sky tournament history. He 
has scored 47 points in the past two, ranking him sixth.
Second-year coach Mike Montgomery's team finished at 17-11 (.647) overall -- 
the sixth best win-loss record since basketball began at Urn in 1905-06 -- 75 seasons 
ago. In two seasons Montgomery, who has guided the Grizzlies to consecutive playoff 
berths, has an overall record of 31-24 (.774). The Grizzlies ended the conference 
season with an 8-6 slate. Last year UM was 14-13, 7-7.
"I am very pleased wtih the season," said Montgomery. "We got 17 wins and 
almost made it to the NCAAs. You can't ask for much more. I was very happy with the 
team effort in the tournament. We have a class group of athletes on our team. I'm 
especially happy because we got to the tournament with only two seniors."
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